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Prayers and Blessings for the Search Process
The following are some prayers and blessings that we have found 
helpful during times of transition:

Almighty God, shine upon us the wisdom of your Incarnate Word as 
we embark on this journey of discovery. Enkindle in our hearts the 
fire of your love, that warmed by your presence and inspired by your 
Spirit we would find your purpose and glorify you in the way we live 
our lives through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
in the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, you have made us your chosen people, not your 
protected people. Help us be courageous because you are 
courageous. You have given us a lodging in this world but not an 
abiding city. Help us in this present moment, as a pilgrim people, to 
endure hardship and delight in goodness, knowing that at the end 
of our journey your Christ has prepared a place for us. Amen.

God of peace, keep us from a mindless acceptance of things as they 
are. Let us all know that at the heart of change and turbulence there is 
an inner calm that comes from faith in you, and that from this central 
heart of peace, there may flow a creative compassion, a thirst for 
justice, a relentless proclamation of your love, and a willingness to 
give of ourselves in the Spirit of Christ. Amen.

God of grace, you have endowed us with talents and capabilities 
beyond the imagination of our finite minds. Shed upon us the light of 
your infinite understanding that we can behold ourselves as you see 
us, so that we would manifest in the world your hopes and promises 
and liberally share your love with those we encounter, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Praise to you, Almighty God, for all your work among us. Yours is the 
vigor of new creation, yours is the impulse in our new discoveries. 
Give us eyes to see, ears to hear, minds to understand and hearts 
to hold your love as we seek a new leader, that together with them 
and You our lives will shine forth with your love, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Eternal God, you have always taken men and women of every nation, 
age, and color, and made them saints by transforming them in your 
love. Grant us grace to humbly walk with Jesus, that as we search 
for the “right” leader we would remember your call to us to be your 
“right” people, transformed in your grace to love and serve our 
neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

While it is common to ask 
“What would Jesus do?” 
It is actually more  
helpful to ask  
“What is Jesus doing?”
— John Wilkerson

We need to stop trying to 
earn God’s love and just 
start spending it.
— Steve Bhaerman

Every evening I turn my 
worries over to God.  
He’s going to be 
up all night anyway.
— Mary C. Crowley
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A Blessing for the Journey of Self Discovery: 

The God of Abraham and Sarah call you to your purpose.

The Light of Christ shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 
before your path.

The Spirit of Love grant you courage to journey and fulfill your destiny 
with integrity.

And the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer and Life-
Giving Spirit, be among you, and remain with you now and for ever. 
Amen.

A Blessing as You Seek God’s Vision:

God the Creator bless you with a vision so that you can look forward 
to the day when you can look back and behold with wonder the great 
things you and God have done together. Amen.

God the Lover bless you with love to fan the fire of your compassion 
so that your neighbors will be glad of your presence. Amen.

God the Giver of Life bless you with the living waters of companionship, 
authenticity, competence, and courage to fulfill your purpose so that 
following your days on earth you will hear the heavens proclaim: 
“Well Done!” Amen. 

And the Eternal God, whose love echoes through the universe, bless 
you, and all those you love, now and forever. Amen.

A Blessing for the Search:

The God of Truth bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half 
truths, and superficiality so that you live and make decisions from 
deep within your heart. Amen.

The God of Understanding make you tender in the face of pain and 
rejection so that others can know the comfort of your acceptance. 
Amen.

The God of Justice make you fierce in the face of oppression and 
exploitation so that others can live with dignity in the midst of your 
respect. Amen.

The God of all Wisdom bless you with enough foolishness to believe 
that you can make a difference in this world, so that you can lead 
others to do what many claim cannot be done. Amen.

And the Blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer, and Life Giving 
Spirit keep you as Jesus’ friends, in your search for a new leader, and 
forever. Amen.

When you come to the 
end of all the light you 

know, and it’s time to step 
into the darkness of the 

unknown, faith is knowing 
that one of two things shall 

happen: Either you will 
be given something solid 
to stand on or you will be 

taught to fly. 
— Edward Teller

I have walked that long 
road to freedom. I have 

tried not to falter; I have 
made missteps along the 

way. But I have discovered 
the secret that after 

climbing a great hill, one 
only finds that there are 

more hills to climb. I have 
taken a moment here to 

rest, to steal a view of 
the glorious vista that 
surrounds me, to look 
back on the distance I 
have come. But I can 

rest only for a moment, 
for with freedom come 

responsibilities, and I dare 
not linger, for my long walk 

is not yet ended.
— Nelson Mandela


